RESEARCH ALERT:

What is known about how best to mobilize knowledge in the areas of child
maltreatment and intimate partner violence: Summary of an integrative review
Issue:
Intimate partner violence (IPV) and child maltreatment (CM) are major social and public health
problems. Knowledge translation (KT) of best available research evidence has been suggested as a
strategy to improve the care of those exposed to violence, however research to guide these processes is
limited. We conducted an integrative review1 of 62 eligible studies to answer the questions: 1) What is
the extent of IPV/CM-specific KT research? 2) What KT strategies effectively translate IPV/CM
knowledge? 3) What are the barriers and facilitators relevant to translating IPV/CM-specific knowledge?
Findings:
We found that while KT strategies were generally successful at improving various knowledge/attitude
and behavioural/behavioural intention outcomes, the heterogeneity among KT strategies, recipients,
study designs and measured outcomes made it difficult to draw specific conclusions.
Five key themes were identified:
1. existing measurement tools and promising/effective KT strategies are underused,
2. KT efforts are rarely linked to health-related outcomes for those exposed to violence,
3. there is a lack of evidence regarding the long-term effectiveness of KT interventions,
4. authors’ inferences about barriers, facilitators, and effective/ineffective KT strategies are often
not supported by data, and
5. the emotional and sometimes contested nature of the knowledge appears to be an important
barrier unique to IPV/CM KT.
Conclusions:
To direct future KT in this area, we present a guiding framework (next page) that highlights the need for
implementers to use/adapt promising KT strategies that carefully consider contextual factors, including
the fact that content in IPV/CM may be more difficult to engage with than other health topics. The
framework also provides guidance regarding use of measurement tools and designs to more effectively
evaluate and report on KT efforts.
The full text of this research study is freely available at the DOI link below:
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Proposed Framework for Planning IPV/CM Knowledge Translation Interventions
(from MacGregor et al., 2014, copyright: the authors)
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